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ISc scientist-turned-artist eyes Guinness Book of World

Records
DC | Darshana Ramdev | May 29, 2014, 06.05 am IST

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/print/140529/nation-current-affairs/article/iisc-scientist-turned-artist-eyes-guinness-

book-world-records

Pritesh Dagur with one of her paintings (Photo: DC)

Bengaluru: Pritesh Dagur’s road to success has been full of twists and turns, but it did get her where she'd
always wanted to be! An artist who specialises in quilling, a highly complex technique that involves rolling and
spiraling strips of coloured paper to make a design, she has cleared the screening test at the Guinness Book of
World Records for the biggest beehive painting in the world.

The painting, which depicts the Seattle skyline, was done in 25 days (365 man hours), using 27,000 strips of
paper — that's 8.1 km long! It is 5.5 ft wide and 3 ft high. “I'm fairly confident that I will set a world record
because nobody has applied under that category yet, Guinness has told me that they will have to create one for
me." This internal review process will take about six weeks.

Growing up, art had always been her first love. Life took its course and Pritesh found herself studying chemistry
at the Indian Institute of Science. Armed with a PhD in Materials Sciences, she travelled to Belgium for her
postdoctoral research. "After that, | got married and moved to Sweden, where | began on a second post-doctoral
research,"” she said. She worked in Stockholm for a year and a half and published several papers.
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= Smriti Irani, HRD minister

SMRITI IN SOUP
OVER DEGREE

HT Correspondent
» lotters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE The controversy over
human resource development
minister Smriti Irani’'s edu-
cational qualifications took a
new turn Wednesday after it
surfaced that she had made
contradictory declarations in
her affidavits for the 2004 and
2014 Lok Sabha polls.
Contesting the elections 10
years ago from Chandni Chowk
in the Capital, the actor-turned-
politician had claimed that she
had a Bachelor of Arts degree.
“B.A.1996 Delhi University
(School of Correspondence),”
she had written in the column
which seeks details of university
education and the vear in which
the course was completed.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

HT Chandigarh

Smriti Irani in soup

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

But, in her affidavit filed
from Amethi in the 2014 elec-
tions, she had mentioned:
“Bachelor of Commerce Part-
1, School of Open Learning
(Correspondence), University
of Delhi-1994",

The Supreme Court in 2012
had ruled that false disclosures
in an affidavit could be a ground
for rejection of a candidate’s
nomination in any election.

While Irani declined to com-
ment, the Congress, which had
mocked her over the issue on
Monday, stepped up the attack,
saving this was a “misstate.
ment, distortion and a erimi-
nal offence™ that has electoral
consequences.

“We don’t know which is cor-
rect -2004 or 2014, Both can't
be true,” party spolesperson
Abhishek Singhvi said.

When his attention was
drawn to party general secre-
tary Ajay Maken's tweets on
the matter, he said, “We had
not raked it up and we are not
trivialising it”™.

“It cannot also be foraotten

‘over degree details

that this august ministry has
been headed by names like
Maulana Azad, Fakhruddin
All Ahmed, Prof Nurul
Hasan, VERV Rao, Siddhartha
Shankar Ray, Karan Singh, KC
Pant, VP Singh, MM Joshi. Tam
going across parties,” Singhvi
said.

However, there were diver-
gent opinions within the
Congress on the issue. Senior
leader Manish Tewari felt that
the eriticism of the govern-
ment should be policy- based
rather than personality-cen-
tric. His views were echoed by
veteran Makhan Lal Fotedar.

The BJP was quick to hit
back. Union ministers Uma
Bharti and Santosh Gangwar
questioned the educational
qualifications of Congress
president Sonia Gandhi.

Another senior BJP leader
Mukhtar Abbas Naqgvi said
Congress leaders should shed
their “arrogance” after the poll
debacle and do introspection,

The matter was also rajsed
earlier by women's rights activ-
ist Madhu Kishwar.
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